
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

February 2020 
Monthly Newsletter of Grace in the Desert 

Many people give us something for Lent. This is 
supposed to be to help us understand the sacrifice that 
Jesus made for us on the Cross of Calvary.  But … how 
often does this sacrifice continue after Lent … or do we 
just count down the 40 days until we can drink caffeine 
or eat chocolate, or whatever it is we gave up.   
I have long felt that, perhaps, it is just as sacrificial if we 
add something during Lent. Something that, during 
these 40 days, may actually become a healthy habit … 

So … I honestly don’t give up anything for Lent. 
I’m a bit afraid to confess that in light of what some of 

you may think of me after my confession. 😊   
Let’s look at it this way … what if, instead of 

giving up chocolate, you added an extra devotion to 
your daily devotional/meditation/Bible reading routine?  

Continued on page 2... 

 

Gracegrams 
 

02/02 
“Jesus – Salvation and 
Light; Our Light in the 
Darkness” 
 
02/09 
“Jesus – Fulfiller of the 
Law; Our Proxy” 
 
02/16 
“Jesus – Clarifier of the 
Law; Our Advocate” 
 
02/23 
“Jesus – ‘This is My Son;’ 
Our Resurrection Glow” 
 
02/26 
Ash Wednesday Worship – 
Message – “Unbind Him” 

 

 

Mark Your  
Calendar 

Lenten Sacrifice 
 



Article Continued … 

 
What if, instead of giving up caffeine, 
you started a daily Bible reading 
routine? There are so many ways to 
read the Scriptures daily that don’t take 
much time. And being in the Word 
brings you closer to God, which in turn 
will bring you closer to those around 
you.  
 What if, instead of giving up 
pasta or other carb-laden foods, you 
started a prayer journal. What if you set 
aside a time each day dedicated to 
prayer and meditation – time with God 
and Him alone. How much stronger 
would your relationship with Him be if 
you did that instead of giving up pasta? 
 I’ll stop with that … the point I 
am trying to make is that adding 
something can be just as sacrificial as 
giving something up … and it can have 
far more lasting results. Results that 
help us develop an even deeper 
relationship with the One who created 
us to be in relationship with Him. 
 Try it … if you don’t like it, you 
can always go back to giving something 
up. But I think, if you are like me, you 
will find the time you add to your daily 
routine will help you to grow in ways that 

you can’t even imagine right now. 😊  

 
 
 

 

And the second is 

like unto it, Thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself. 
 

– Romans 8:30 
 

To Seek and to Save – A Lenten Journey 
 
Please welcome them to our church family  
at this weekends meet and greet.  

 

 

From the time when Grace in the Desert was a 
nudge in the heart of a woman who never 
dreamed she would ever plant a church, much 
less be a pastor, the vision has always been to 
seek and to save the lost and build the Kingdom 
of Heaven one person at a time.  I strongly 
believe that we are, as Christians, to seek and to 
save the lost in this world – lovingly and caringly, 
as Jesus did.  
Our Lenten journey this year fits so well with this 
vision. We will be walking with Jesus as He 
moves toward Jerusalem for the purpose of 
saving us, lost and condemned sinners. We will 
go from the raising of Lazarus to beholding the 
empty tomb on Easter Sunday … join us for the 
journey which begins on Ash Wednesday.  
 



February Worship  
More Revelation and the 
Beginning of a Journey 
 
As we complete our Epiphany adventure, we will 
see more and more who Jesus is and what that 
means for us, even now in the 21st Century. The 
Epiphany season ends with a celebration of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus – a picture of what our 
Resurrection “glow” will look like. Then, on 
February 26, we will begin our Lenten journey as 
we move through a series of services entitled “To 
Seek and To Save” 
 
Our themes/messages for February are: 
 
February 2  “Jesus – Salvation and 
   Light; Our Light in the 
   Darkness” 
 
February 9  “Jesus – Fulfiller of the  
   Law; Our Proxy” 
 
February 16  “Jesus – Clarifier of the 
   Law; Our Advocate” 
 
February 23  “Jesus – ‘This is My Son;’ 
   Our Resurrection Glow” 
 
February 26  Ash Wednesday 
   “Unbind Him” 

 
 

 

Have you ever noticed that Love is 

a dominant theme in the Bible? 

Both the Old and New Testaments 

speak of this multi-faceted and 

multiple meaning emotion.  

Even in the secular world during 

this month of February, we see 

candy hearts and heart-shaped 

boxes of chocolates and over-priced 

cards and …. Well, the list goes on, 

doesn’t it? And many spend much 

to show their love and admiration 

for those closest to them on this 

wonderful day we call Valentine’s. 

It's easy to do because of how we 

feel about them. Of course, I would 

argue that if we do that every day, 

we don’t need a “special” 

Valentine’s Day … but that’s a 

subject for another column.         

But what about the fact that we are 

called to love always and everyone? 

Even when it’s hard because 

someone has done us wrong or 

because we just don’t particularly 

like them or what they do. Jesus 

sets us straight about who we are to 

love – and how.  He tells us that we 

are to love our enemies – yes, even 

those who aren’t very nice to us – 

and pray for those who persecute 

us. 

Before we object, let’s remember 

that every time we sin, we are 

putting a nail in Jesus’ hands and 

feet. We are not always God’s 

friends – yet in modeling for us the 

love that we are to have for others, 

He send Jesus to die for us in the 

ultimate act of Love in History.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOVE THY 

NEIGHBOR … 

EVEN WHEN IT’S 

HARD 
 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Of Love and Lent … 
 
I love talking about Love, don’t you? I 
have the privilege of officiating at a 
wedding this year on the 16th of 
February – the closest Sunday the 
bride and groom could get to 

Valentine’s Day. 😊 Many would say 
that there is no more romantic time to 
be married and celebrate the unending 
circle of love than on or around 
Valentine’s Day.   
That may be true – I’m not totally sure 
– Greg and I got married on Mother’s 
Day weekend on his parents’ wedding 
anniversary – that was pretty romantic, 

too. But I digress … 😊   
We are told in Scripture in 1 John 
4:19 that we love because He first 
loved us. Without God we would not 
know the first thing about Love in any 
of its forms. 
The Apostle Paul commits an entire 
chapter in his First Letter to the 
Corinthians about Love. How many of 
you had that passage read at your 
wedding? Jesus tells us that we are to 
love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us.  That’s pretty 
intense love, right – and hard to 
accomplish.   
There are many different forms of love 
– the love we have for a spouse or 
significant other, the love we have for 
our children, the love we have for 
friends, the love we have for various 
possessions or, dare I say, various 
foods. 
But nothing comes close to the love 
that God has for us. His Love is 
unconditional – often described as  

 

 

Pastor Ceri’s Corner 
 

Come with us on our Lenten 
Journey “To Seek and to 
Save” 
 

Agape Love. It is the kind of Love that He expects us to 
have, not only for Him, but for everyone.  It is the top of the 
heap in the hierarchy of Love. But we find is very difficult to 
live out this kind of Love in our daily lives.   
Jesus exemplified this type of Love for us in His life, His 
death, and His resurrection. As we move through Lent, we 
will see the Love that Jesus had for many people – people 
He sought and saved in one way or another. None of these 
people deserved His Love, but He gave it to them anyway. 
Sound familiar? None of us is worthy of the Love that God 
has for us. We are sinners and as such are separated from 
God. But then Jesus came … and changed all that.   
As we journey through Lent, we will become more and 
more aware of the Love that Jesus has for us and for every 
person on the planet – those who have gone before, those 
who will come after, and us. You see, His sole purpose in 
coming to Earth was to save us … His Love for us is so 
strong that He gave up His own life so that we could be 
free of the bonds of Sin. His Love caused Him to open up 
His arms in response to the question, “How Much Do You 
Love Me?” This much, He said, as He breathed His last 
breath.  
So, you see, Love and Lent go hand in hand. Without Love, 
God never would have sent Jesus to save us – and without 
that beautiful testament to Love, we would not see any 
reason to journey with Jesus to the Cross, to hear Him say 
again, “It is Finished.” The Work of Salvation is done and 
my people are free. 
We are called to this same sacrificial Love for all that we 
meet – not only those we find worthy. You see, in our 
unworthiness, God sent His Love to us so that we could 
stand before Him washed white in the Blood of His Son and 
our Brother – That’s the kind of Love we should have for 
everyone … so we can truly reflect the Love of Jesus to the 

world. In His Abundant Love and Grace, Pastor Ceri       

 
 

 

 


