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Hello, and welcome to the October 
version of Gracegrams – the monthly 
newsletter of Grace in the Desert. You will 
note a more simplistic format for this 
Newsletter – this is due to the fact that I 
have been swamped. I am in the middle 
of the job search process and have also 
been studying for my life coach 
certification, all in an effort to supplement 
my income in light of the lack of 
donations coming into Grace in the 
Desert. I am hoping to get a much earlier 
start on November so we can get back to 
the more “fun” formatting, but for 
October, this will have to do.  
 
As most of you are, we are still, for the 
most part, hunkered down at home. We 
venture out to go grocery shopping and 

have more than a couple of 
trips to Lowe’s and Home 
Depot and Walmart for 
home stuff and 
prescriptions, etc.  But, we 

are still missing the hugs and personal 
touch that we seem to have taken for 
granted before COVID hit. I still believe 
that God is working in and through this 
pandemic and I pray that we will learn 
what He wants us to learn soon so that 
we can begin to get back some whatever 
our new normal is going to look like.  
 
In the meantime, let’s continue to wear 
our masks and wash our hands and make 
sure that we are physically distancing.  
 
This is from the May Newsletter – and my 
thoughts haven’t changed on this --  
I pray that we will remember how difficult 
it was not to be able to hug our loved 
ones or visit them in the hospital or 
assisted living facilities – not because I 
want us to remember the pain, but 
because I want us to value each and 
every moment that we have together – 
those are the moments that make up our 
lives in the most important and simplistic 
way, yet we forget and begin to take 
them for granted.   
 



I, for one, will never take for granted 
again, the hugs of my daughter, son-in-
law, and grandboys – or their love and 
laughter – or the hugs and smiles of close 
friends --  things I have missed greatly 
these last six months.   
 
Greg and I continue to get settled into 
our new home. It sure does take a while 
to make a house a home, that is for sure! 

      Once all the dust has settled and the 
COVID stuff is over, we hope to have a 
congregational and congregational friend 
gathering to celebrate God’s goodness 
and Love as He continues to shower us 
with blessings even during this uncertain 

time.  We have a fire pit to break in!       
 

OCTOBER IS A BUSY MONTH 
 

As October opens, we will continue our 
message series and Bible study based on 
the book by Kyle Idleman entitled, “Grace 
is Greater.” If you are looking for a good 
read, this is one that I can highly 

recommend – just have tissues ready.        
The stories that are shared are very 
powerful and lead to a greater 
understanding of the amazing and 
unlimited and extravagant Grace of our 
wonderful God.   
 
Our services for October will be:   
 
Oct 4 “Grace is Greater than Your 

Brokenness” via FB Live 
Oct 6 Bible Study based on “Grace 

is Greater” via Zoom 
Oct 11 “Grace is Greater than Your 

Wounds” via FB Live 
Oct 13 Bible Study based on “Grace 

is Greater” via Zoom 
Oct 18 “Grace is Greater than Your 

Weakness” via FB Live 

Oct 20 Bible Study based on “Grace 
is Greater via Zoom 

Oct 25 Special Reformation Service 
“Grounded in Grace” via FB 
Live 

Oct 27 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
For the duration of this pandemic, we will  
be worshiping via Facebook Live about  
10:00 on Sunday mornings. While there  
will be no music because of our licensing  
agreement, we will celebrate communion  
at each service, so have your bread/  
wafer/cracker and wine/grape juice ready. 
 

PASTOR CERI’S CORNER 
 

REFORMATION TIME AGAIN 
 

On October 31, 1517 
– 503 years ago – a 
monk named Martin 
Luther posted 95 
Theses on the Castle 
Church in Wittenburg, 
Germany.  His purpose 

was to open up a discussion about what 
he thought needed to be changed so that 
the Catholic Church would move back to 
the Scriptures and away from man-made 
doctrine.   Luther did not want to start a 
new denomination – he just wanted the 

“old” one to get back to its roots.       But 
when they didn’t listen, the Lutheran 
Church was born.  
 
There were many reformers before Luther, 
but none of them “took.”  They were 
bright lights for a moment, but then 
faded away. Luther was different, though.  
Today, we might describe him as being 
led by the Spirit.  He searched the 
Scriptures.  He found Grace in the Gospel 
– a Grace that was not taught by the 
Roman Catholic Church.   



 
Luther has left us a legacy of standing 
firm on the Word of God and using that 
as the only authority for what we do and 
do not do in the Church.  For him, there 
was nothing, not even the threat of death, 
that would make him turn from the 
enlightenment that he had received 
through the revelation of Grace through 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
When others try to talk us out of the 
Divine inspiration of the Word of God as 
it is revealed to us in the Bible, we need 
to be like Luther and say, “Here I stand, I 
can do no other. God help me. Amen.”  
We need to thank God for the Grace that 
he showed to Martin Luther – and for the 
Grace that he shows to us and covers us 
with every day of our lives.   
 
We need, too, with Luther, to confess:  
“Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, Faith 
Alone.”  There is nothing more and 
nothing less that we need to stand on - -
Luther knew that and was willing to die 
to make it clear to everyone, even those 
who wanted to kill him.  We need to do 
the same – and we need to celebrate this 
revolution and reformation that was born 
on that October evening 503 years ago.   
 
In His Abundant Grace and Love,  

      Pastor Ceri 
 

 
 
 

WHAT’S NEXT … 
 

Hopefully, we will soon be back to live  
worship in Mesa, Arizona. But we do  
need to think about another worship  
space … so if you have any ideas, please  

let us know so we can pursue them.         
 
Do you have any ideas for Bible Study 
and messages. If so, please let me know 
and we can get them scheduled. I like to 
combine a message series with a Bible 
study so that we can hear the message 
on Sunday and dig deeper on Tuesday 
during Bible study. I’m open to whatever 
you would like to learn about. I do have a 
plan for the rest of this year, but would 
like to get started on planning for the 
New Year – it will be hear before we 

know it.         
 
The Launch Team will hopefully have one 
meeting before the end of October – if 
you have any ideas to bring to this team, 
please let me know and we’ll include it in 
the agenda for our next meeting.   
 
I would really like to get an Alpha course 
started right after the New Year. But … I 
cannot do it alone. We have had a couple 
of people volunteer to help, but the more 

the merrier.        Please let me know if 
you would be interested in this beautiful 

way to grow the Kingdom of God.         
 
Until next month – May the Lord bless  
you and keep you, make His face shine  

upon you, 
and give you 
His Peace … 


