
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace 
grams 

On Labor Day, our national holiday celebrated on the first Monday of 
every September, we are encouraged to take the day off and spend it with 
family, friends and in relaxation and refreshing activities.  

LABOR DAY AND SABBATH 
REST – IMPORTANT OR NOT? 

Genesis 2:2-3 tells us that God finished the 

work of creation and rested on the seventh 

day.  God did not rest because He was tired 

from all the work of creating the universe – 

although most of us would have been very 

tired after all that work!       God gave us an 

example of what we are to do in our own 

work lives. We are to take time off to rest. 

That’s a hard thing for many of us to do but 

do it we must. God commands that we honor 

the Sabbath and keep it holy. Taking time 

off for Sabbath rest allows us to refresh and 

regroup – to deepen our relationship with 

God through His Word, Sacraments, and 

Worship. Not to mention it’s what He wants 

us to do – it was important enough to Him to 

command it and to model it for us so we 

should take note.  

And Jesus also carried that mentality into 

His ministry when He was here on our 

planet. Mark 6:31-32 tells us that, after He 

had sent the disciples out, He tells them, 

“come away by yourselves to a desolate 

place and rest a while.” He knew that they 

were exhausted from the work He had sent 

them to do and He wanted them to rest and 

regroup and refresh before they continued in 

their ministry with Him. And Jesus didn’t 

just encourage His disciples to take an 

opportunity to rest, He did so Himself. How 

many times do we read in Scripture about 

Him going off to a solitary place to pray or 

to rest.  Like His Father, Jesus modeled for 

us self-care and the importance of rest – no 

matter how busy we are or how much work 

we have to do.  

Why is rest so important? Well … if we do 

not take care of ourselves and rest, we make 

ourselves more vulnerable to bad decisions. 

Physical, emotional, and spiritual exhaustion 

can leave us more likely to give in to 

temptations or make mistakes or 

misinterpret what others say or do. Being 

tired impacts our relationships in negative 

ways – our relationships with our loved ones 

and friends, our relationships with ourselves, 

and our relationship with God. Let’s get 

some rest this Labor Day weekend – and 

every week take a Sabbath rest.  
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Church Events 
• September 6 – Labor Day 

o “All Work and No 
Rest …” 
 

• September 13 
o “Resurrection 

Revisited” – Pastor 
Shealds Smith 
 

• September 20 
o “What’s So Great 

About Grace? 
 

• September 22 
o Bible Study based 

on “Grace is 
Greater” 
Introduction 

 

• September 27 
o “Grace is Greater 

than Your Guilt” 
 

• September 29 
o Bible Study based 

on “Grace is Greater 
than Your Guilt” 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Your 
Purpose? 
Where does your skillset fit into the Body of Christ? 

How can God use you to further His Kingdom?   

During our Unity and Diversity 

message series and Bible study, 

we talked about the Body of 

Christ having many members, 

each one necessary for the Body 

to perform to its fullest potential.  

Just like our physical bodies 

cannot truly function completely 

without all parts and systems 

working together, so it is with 

the Body of Christ. 

We have ALL been gifted with 

skills and abilities and talents  

That God calls us to use in His 

service.  

So … what are your gifts and 

talents and abilities? What are 

you really good at? It’s okay to 

acknowledge these gifts – part 

of being humble is know what 

our gifts are and then giving 

God the credit for them. Then, 

we can more freely use them in 

building the Kingdom of God. 

So … again … what are your 

gifts and talents and abilities? 

What can you do well that 

others may not be able to do so 

well?  How can we work together 

using all of our gifts to grow the 

Kingdom of God – and our little 

corner of that Kingdom at Grace in 

the Desert?   

Pray about what you can offer – 

time, talent, treasure – we all have 

something that we can contribute 

to the Body of Christ.  

It can be easy to look at other 

people’s gifts and think they are 

greater than ours, but God doesn’t 

see any gift as insignificant – He 

sees all gifts as important and 

valuable and worthy. And He 

wants us to use them …  

Please let Pastor Ceri know at 

pastorceri18@gmail.com what you 

feel you can contribute to the part 

of the Body of Christ that is Grace 

in the Desert – you will find 

yourself more joyful and fulfilled 

because of it.   

 

quis nostrud exerci tation 

ullamcorper. Et iusto odio 

dignissim qui blan dit praesent 

luptatum zzril del enit augue duis 

dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lor 

em ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius 

wisi consectetuer te adipiscing elit, 

sed diam erat nonummy nibh euis 

mod erat tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore wisi magna aliquam erat 

volutpat.  Lorem ipsum dolor  sit 

amet, wisi cons ectetuer delenit 

augue duis dolore te. Lor em 

ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius wisi 

consectetuer te adipiscing elit, sed 

diam erat nonummy nibh euis mod 

erat tincidunt ut laoreet dolore wisi 

magna aliquam erat volutpat.  

Lorem ipsum dolor  sit amet, wisi 

cons ectetuer delenit augue duis 

dolore te. 

 

Grace is Greater 
Join us for a message series and Bible study 

that explores the experience of Grace, not 
just the knowledge of Grace 

In the Lutheran denomination, 

we talk a lot about Grace. God’s 

Grace was one of Luther’s 

epiphanies and we stand on the 

three Solas – one of which is 

Grace – Grace Alone, Faith 

Alone, Scripture Alone. Yes, we 

do talk a lot about Grace and we 

emphasize God’s Grace every 

chance we get. But how many of 

us have more than a head 

knowledge of the Grace of our 

extravagant God?  Join us as we 

look at experiencing God’s 

Grace during a five session Bible 

study and message  

study and message series. The 

message topics we will be 

exploring are:  “What’s So 

Great About Grace?” 

(September 20), “Grace is 

Greater than Your Guilt”  

September 27), “Grace is 

Greater than Your Brokenness” 

(October 5). “Grace is Greater 

than Your Wounds” (October 

12), and “Grace is Greater than 

Your Weakness” (October 19). 

Bible studies on Tuesdays will 

look more in depth at Sunday’s 

message topics. 

 

Worshiping Together 
This has been a very difficult time because worshiping together in 

the same place has not been able to happen. While we have the 

miracle of technology (thanks, God, for giving people the skills and 

talents to make this happen) and are able to worship together, it’s 

just not the same. We all miss it … and, God willing, we will be 

back together in the same space sooner rather than later. Know that 

we are all feeling the loss of physical company and have been 

praying for each and every one of you during this time … soon, 

we’ll be able to do so and catch up on those hugs …. Until then, 

please stay safe and healthy – and wear your masks.        

We Have a Launch 
Team! 
If you will recall in an earlier Newsletter, we talked about the 

Purpose Driven Church process that we will be going through 

moving forward.  We now have people who have agreed to serve 

on the Launch Team – probably we’ll find another name for this 

group, but right now, they are our Launch Team. This team will 

take a look at the mission and vision of Grace in the Desert, its 

core values and purpose statement. They will take a look at 

where, when, and how worship will happen for GTD.  Team 

members include:  Leslie Ann Glendenning, Greg Ahlborn,  

Debbie Zimmerman, and Pastor Ceri. In addition, we have two 

“adjunct” members:  Shawn Garrelts and Bernice Berry.  Not 

everyone on the team attends GTD, and that is by design. It is 

important to have outside perspectives as we move forward so we 

don’t get caught up in a mentality that we have the “only right 

way” to do things.  Thank you so much to those of you who are 

servicing – we can’t wait to see what God is going to do in and 

through you. 😊  

Hebrews 12:15 
See to it that no one misses 

 the grace of God; that 
 no “root of bitterness”  
springs up and causes 
 trouble, and by it many 

become defiled 

This verse is the theme verse 

for our message series and 

Bible study about “Grace is 

Greater.” As we experience 

God’s Grace, it is important 

that we let it flow through us 

to others, so that they, too 

might experience the beauty 

and extravagance of His 

Amazing Grace. We don’t 

want anyone to miss this 

because we haven’t shared. 

mailto:pastorceri18@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ceri’s 
Corner 
Up until a couple of years ago, I had the privilege of 

spending one day a month either before or after school 

with each of my grandboys. When they had late start on 

Mondays, first Monday I would go to breakfast with 

Gabriel, the second Monday with Caleb, and the third 

Monday with Jaden.  This had been our routine since they 

started having late starts on Mondays. Before that, they had 

half-days on Wednesdays, and that was our time to go to 

Peter Piper Pizza and have pizza and play out the tokens 

that Grandma always bought.  Then, I tried to have a snack 

with each of them after school once a month – now 

COVID has taken that from us for a time. Spending time 

with them is very precious to me – it allows me to get to 

know each of these unique personalities in ways that I 

wouldn’t be able to do otherwise.   

 But I digress …. More than a few years ago on 

the way to breakfast, Gabriel asked me a question about 

God that took me a little aback – he had a perspective I 

hadn’t thought about before and, as so often happens when 

I am talking with the boys about God, gave me something 

to ponder….. His question was a simple one …. “If God is 

all that, Grandma, then why did He have to rest after He 

created everything?”  Weeeeelllll – I’d never really thought 

about that. But, you know what it says in the Bible about 

the Holy Spirit giving you the words you need at the time 

… well this was one of those times.   I told him that God 

didn’t need to rest, but He did rest to give us an example.  

Because we need to rest after we work.   

 

 And I wonder how many of you are like me and 

don’t always follow that example.  It is hard for some of us 

to take time off – especially when we are doing something 

that we are passionate about.  It has been over a year since 

I have had a day off and that’s not a good thing. Last year, 

we took some time off and had a great vacation and, as 

happens every year, I came back with the intention of 

making sure I took that much needed time. But that didn’t 

happen … working to grow a congregation doesn’t leave 

much time for rest, especially when there are other jobs 

involved to help pay the bills. So, the bottom line is that  I 

don’t do a very good job of following the example God set 

for us after He created the universe and everything in it.   

 But we are to remember the Sabbath and keep it 

holy.  We need to honor the Sabbath. We need to take a 

rest from our labor, just as God did. He saw His creation 

and found it very good. We need to look at the fruit of our 

labor, as well, from a place of relaxation and comfort – of 

Sabbath rest – so that we, too may see all of God’s creation 

and find it very good.  We must take the time to smell the 

roses, pay honor to our God and all that He has given us.  

For some of us that is taking a weekly Sabbath rest…. For 

others of us it means trying to take at least part of a day on 

the first Monday of September to take a rest from our 

work.   

In His Abundant Grace and Love, 

Pastor Ceri 

Alpha on the Horizon 
What is Alpha and why should 
GTD start an Alpha course?   

We have talked about Alpha before in another 

Newsletter, but it is time for the rubber to meet 

the road.  The bottom line is that the purpose of 

the Church is to GO and make disciples. Alpha is 

a tool for doing just that.   

 

The Alpha website (alphausa.org) states that 

“Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the 

Christian faith, typically run over eleven weeks. 

Each talk looks at a different question around 

faith and is designed to create conversation. 

Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone 

is welcome.” (retrieved from alphausa.org/about)   

 

It is a way for us to get the word out about Jesus 

and help people get to know Him. The hope is 

that, through the Alpha course, they will develop 

a relationship with Him and embrace Him as 

Lord and Savior. The Scriptures are clear that 

God wants all to be saved and that no one can 

hear the Good News of the Gospel without being 

told. We are commanded in the Great 

Commission to make disciples, teaching them 

and baptizing them. 

This is your invitation to join us as we get ready 

to train for and implement our first Alpha course. 

No one can do this alone … we need people to 

use their skills and talents and abilities to make 

this happen – are you all in?   
 

 



 

 

A TASTE OF WHAT’S TO COME … 
• As discussed above, our message series and Bible study 

beginning on September 20 (and September 22) will be 

entitled “Grace is Greater.” We will delve into the 

experience of Grace as it is reflected in various life 

circumstances.   

 

• On October 25, we will celebrate the 503rd anniversary of 

the Reformation. The theme of Grace will continue, as we 

engage in a worship service entitled “Grounded in Grace.” 
This service reminds us that our faith is firm because we are 

saved by Christ. This service’s Bible readings, music, 

prayers, and message will assure us that we cannot be 

shaken by the troubles of this world because the foundation 

of our future is our Savior, who died on the cross for us. Our 

Bible study on Tuesday, October 27, will take a deeper look 

at the Reformation. 

 

• On November 1, we will commemorate All Saints’ Day 

with a service entitled “Saints Alive!” This service will 

celebrate the lives of the saints of the past who have gone 

before us a well as our lives as the saints of God on this 

earth here and now. In word and song and Scripture, we will 

remember with thanksgiving that we are all made alive in 

Christ both on earth and in heaven. Our Bible study on 

November 3 will delve deeper into what it means to be a 

saint.  

 

• November 22 will be the date that we celebrate the final 

Sunday of the church year – Christ the King Sunday. This 

service will help us to see that Christ is King all the year 

through. Sections for each season of the church year begin with 

two lines of a stanza of the hymn “Crown Him with Many 

Crowns.”  Short homilies on each season, specially selected 

Scripture verses, and other music will remind us all that Jesus is 

the King of our lives and the Ruler of our hearts and we will be 

crowned with glory one day because of him.  

 

• On November 25, we will celebrate Thanksgiving – this will be a 

Thanksgiving Eve service so we can all enjoy family and friends 

and food and fellowship on Thursday. Our service will be entitled 

“For the Beauty of the Earth” and we will give thanks to God our 

Creator for the beauty of the earth and for all of his gifts—

especially the gift of our Savior Jesus Christ. With psalms and 

hymns and readings we will praise God for the beauty of his 

creation and the beauty of his grace in Christ. 

 

• Sunday, November 29 will bring us to the first Sunday in 

Advent. We will not have Wednesday night services during 

Advent this year, but we will have special advent services 

during our regular Sunday morning worship. These services 

will have the theme, “God With Us” and will focus on the 

ways in which God is with us through our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Each week will focus on a different word 

picture of the coming Christ found in the poetic and 

prophetic words of Isaiah – as Potter, Shepherd, Living 

Branch and Guide. Our Christmas Eve service will focus on 

Jesus as the Light.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Grace is Greater Message Series/Bible Study 
As we talked about above, September 20 will be the kick-off for our “Grace is 

Greater” message series and Bible study. On Sundays during the message, we will 

explore a concept of how we experience God’s Grace in our lives. On Tuesdays 

via Zoom Bible studies, we will explore these concepts further through videos, 

Scripture reading, and discussion.  

 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 
October 31, 1517, is a significant date in the history of the Church. It is the date 

that Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg and, thus, started the unintended birth of the Lutheran Church.  We 

will celebrate the Reformation with a special service entitled, “Grounded in 

Grace.” This service will be a bit different from our usual worship, as it may have 

more “traditional” elements during our worship time.  


