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On February 26, 2020, Ash Wednesday, Grace in the Desert held 

her first worship service in Mesa – having moved from her 

previous residence in the Northwest Valley.  

 

WE HAVE ARRIVED – IN 
MESA, ARIZONA  

While it was always obvious to God, 
it took Pastor Ceri a bit longer to 
realize that Mesa was where Grace 
in the Desert should be located. So, 
she finally surrendered to God’s Will 
and we planted in the East Valley.   
It seemed appropriate that our 
journey in the East should begin as 
we started our 2020 Lenten 
Journey – and so our first worship 
was on February 26. We had 10 
people in attendance – and three 
kiddos – great excitement there! 
     Thanks to Leslie Ann and Mike 

HOW WILL WE SERVE? 
Ever since Grace in the Desert started, she has been mission-minded. She 
has helped with Water 4 Kids, as well as various other charities and school 
activities. With our move to Mesa, where do you see the need in the 
community for us to serve – to seek and to save the lost? That is our 
mission/vision and to fulfill it, we will need to be active in mission in the 
community. If you have ideas for ways to serve, please let Pastor Ceri know 
via email, text, or a phone call – or you can always talk to her at worship.  

Glendenning for finding us a 
worship space and making all of 
the arrangements. For the time 
being, we will be worshiping at 
2145 South Farnsworth Drive in 
Mesa – in the Saguaro Room.  
Until further notice, our worship 
will be at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. 
Many thanks to Debbie 
Zimmerman, who helped us to 
satisfy our sweet cravings after 
worship and who wonderfully 
read the Scriptures.         

Upcoming Dates 

Grace 
grams 

• March 1 – Worship 

“That One Man Should Die” 

• March 8 – Worship 

“The Day of My Burial” 

• March 15 – Worship 

“Up to Jerusalem” 

• March 22 

No Worship at GTD 

Worship with Cursillo 

Community 

• March 29 – Worship 

“To Save the Lost” 

• April 5 – Palm Sunday 

• April 9 – Maundy Thursday 

• April 10 – Good Friday 

• April 12 – Easter Sunday 

 

• Feb 28th – Walk Through The 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finding Peace 
in Being Broken 
God uses even our weaknesses to further His 

Kingdom and accomplish His purpose… 

Do you ever feel like you 
aren’t worthy of working 
in God’s Kingdom? Do 
you feel like you are too 
broken to be able to do 
anything positive?  Well, 
to that I say, “join the 
crowd.” 😊 None of us, 
by our own merit, are 
worthy to stand before 
God or to do the work 
He has called us to do. I 
am reminded of the 
words to a song that I 
like called “O Come to  

the Altar.” It begins:  
“are you hurting and 
broken within, 
overwhelmed by the 
weight of your sin … 
Jesus is calling ….” And 
other song called 
“Broken Things” reminds 
us that God uses broken 
people to further His 
Kingdom and so His 
work – you may want to 
take a listen. 😊   
As we search the 

Scriptures, we find that we 
are in very good company 
when it comes to being 
broken and used mightily in 
God’s work and world.  
Think about Rahab who 
was a prostitute and who 
was an ancestress of Christ. 
Or Ruth, who was a Gentile, 
who was also an ancestress 
of Christ. And what about 
David – we see him as 
great and with a heart for 
God, but he sure did sin a 
lot, too. 
Broken people, all of them, 
yet God did great things 
working in and through 
them.  
In the New Testament we 
see tax collectors and 
sinners and uneducated 
fishermen being called to 
follow the Messiah and 
begin a whole new religion 
– a whole new  
 
quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper. Et iusto odio 
dignissim qui blan dit 
praesent luptatum zzril del 
enit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. Lor em 
ipsum dolor sit amet, 
plurius wisi consectetuer te 
adipiscing elit, sed diam 
erat nonummy nibh euis 
mod erat tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore wisi magna 
aliquam erat volutpat.  
Lorem ipsum dolor  sit 
amet, wisi cons ectetuer 
delenit augue duis dolore 
te. Lor em ipsum dolor sit 
amet, plurius wisi 
consectetuer te adipiscing 
elit, sed diam erat 
nonummy nibh euis mod 
erat tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore wisi magna aliquam 
erat volutpat.  Lorem ipsum 

dolor  sit amet, wisi cons ectetuer 

delenit augue duis dolore te. 

 

Bible Studies Etc. 
What are you curious about? What 
would you like to know more about?  

What are you curious 
about when it comes to 
your faith or Scripture or 
religion in general? Is 
there something you 
would like to take some 
time to study? I have 
many Bible studies that 
are ready to go … and 
I’d be willing to develop 
new ones. The only 
question is which ones 
would you like to be 
involved in?  
I’d really like to hear 
from you about what you 
would like to study. 

It doesn’t make sense for 
me to decide when my 
interests may be 
different than yours.   
With the beauty of 
technology, we can have 
a Bible study that can be 
enjoyed by people all 
around the country – or 
the valley – without 
leaving the comfort of 
our own living rooms.  
Please either email me 
or talk with me before or 
after worship and we’ll 
get something going. 
😊 

Music, Anyone … ? 
We are in need of live musicians for worship on 
Sundays (and other days of worship throughout the 
year). We currently use recorded music, which is 
okay, but live music brings so much more to our 
worship experience. If you, or anyone you know, 
lives on the East side (or wouldn’t mind the travel 
time), please contact Pastor Ceri so that we can talk 
about the possibilities …. 😊  

Continuing our Lenten 
Journey 

We ended February with Ash Wednesday and we 

will begin April with Palm Sunday (April 5). In 

between, in March, we will continue our journey to 

the Cross. Each week will take us closer to Holy 

Week. Lent is a time of pondering on the Sacrifice 

Jesus made for us on the Cross – He was the 

perfect Pascal Lamb – without blemish or spot – 

and He brings us the Atonement that we so need 

for our sins. Join us as we make this Lenten 

Journey. 

John 14:26-27 
But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, … 

Peace I leave with you, 

my Peace I give you 

– a whole new way of life 
and living. No one would 
argue that these disciples 
were flawed humans – just 
like us – and yet, look 
what God did in and 
through them in the First 
Century. Amazing things 
that are still talked about 
today in the 21st Century. 
Let’s take a lesson from 
those we read about in the 
Scriptures – even in our 
brokenness, God is calling 
us to work – and where He 
calls, He equips. What is 
He calling you to do in 
your brokenness today? 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More About Lent 
“To Seek and Save” 

Our Lenten Series for this year is “”To Seek and 
Save.” This was chosen because it fits so well 
with the mission and vision of Grace in the 
Desert. A bit more information about our March 
services is provided here. 
 
March 1 “That One Man Should Die” 

In this service, we will hear in 
God’s Word the prophecy of 
Israel’s high priest: It is better 
than one man should die than the 
whole nation perish. That one 
man is the God-man, Jesus Christ, 
who died, not just for one nation, 
but for all the people of the 
world. He died for you and for 
me, to free us from our sins.  

March 8 “The Day of My Burial” 
During our worship, we will see 
how Jesus is anointed ahead of 
time for his burial, an act of love 
and devotion by Mary, the sister 
of Martha and Lazarus. We too 
have been anointed, by the water 
and Word and Spirit of Baptism, 
and buried and raised with Christ 
Jesus. 

March 15 “Up to Jerusalem” 
Our Lenten worship for this day 
will focus on how Jesus sets out 
for Jerusalem, knowing what lies 
ahead for him during the week 
we now call Holy Week. 
According to God’s plan and 
foreknowledge, Jesus will be 
delivered into the hands of his 
enemies, tried and condemned 
and crucified. But also according 
to God’s plan, he will rise, and he 
will one day raise us up from 
death! 

March 22 No Worship at GTD 
March 29 “To Save the Lost” 

All through Lent we are reminded 
that Jesus came to seek and to 
save the lost. In our worship we 
will see how Jesus finds one lost 
sinner—up in a tree! Jesus came 
to seek us out and to save us, 
setting us free from our sins 
through his suffering, death and 
resurrection. 

Favorite Verses 
What is your favorite Bible verse? Why are 
you drawn to that particular verse? Let us 

know – we’d love to hear from you. 
 
Do you have a favorite Bible verse? Is there 
something specific in your life that has brought 
you to that verse? Many of us have verses that 
mean much to us for one reason or another. 
My favorite verse happens to be 2 Corinthians 
12:9 – “My Grace is sufficient for you.” This verse 
came to me at a time in my life when I needed His 
Grace more than ever. I was struggling with 
becoming a pastor, leaving a job that had held 
great promise, but that God was showing me 
wasn’t the place for me to be, and not knowing 
how I could serve Him as He wished.  
Through my journey since then, I have discovered 
that this awesome Grace of God showers on me 
every moment of every day. It does give me 
strength in time of weakness – God is always 
there for me no matter what the circumstances of 
my life at any given moment. I am truly a weak 
and sinful human, but His Grace gives me the 
strength I need to fulfill the call He has placed on 
my life. I can do nothing without Him and His 
Love and Grace and Mercy – and I am eternally 
grateful for that.  
So … that’s my story. 😊 What’s yours? Email me 
(Pastor Ceri) with your favorite Bible verse and 
why it’s your favorite. How has it impacted your 
life to have this as your “theme verse”? With your 
permission, we’ll share them here each month (or 
maybe we’ll share more than one).  I think this is a 
great way to get to know each other and value 
the Scriptures at the same time. 😊   

 



 

 

PASTOR CERI’S CORNER 
LUCK OR BLESSING … WHY IT 
MATTERS 
 
Good Luck! Keep your fingers crossed! I’ll be 
wishing good luck for you on that new job … 
that new house …. That new car … that new 
(fill in the blank). How often do we stay those 
words – or ask that they be said for us.   
During March, with St. Patrick’s Day upon us, 
we talk a lot about luck.  But is what we are 
asking for really luck – or a prayer that we 
would get that new position … that our 
house will sell and God will provide a new 
home for us …. That we would be able to 
have a different (not even new) vehicle?  
What is the difference between good luck and 
blessing? Does it matter in our ordinary lives 
– or in our extraordinary lives?  
I believe it does. If we depend on luck, we are 
pretty much saying that God isn’t able or 
willing to take care of us. If we look at it as 
blessing, we are acknowledging the goodness 
and provision of a God who loves us more 
than we deserve and who is willing to take 
care of all of our needs – who knows all of 
our needs before we do.   

I agree with our middle grandson Caleb who 
firmly believes that it’s not about luck at all – it’s 
about blessing.  Luck will inevitably disappoint 
us. But God’s blessings flow freely to us – 
abundantly – out of His love for us – a Love that 
flows from the Cross where He sacrificed His only 
Son so that we may enjoy the blessing of a 
relationship with Him into eternity.   
I don’t know about you, but I’m not willing to 
depend on luck to get me to Heaven. I need to 
depend on the blessing of a Savior who loves me 
enough to die for me so that I could be free from 
the bondage of sin and live a life pleasing to 
Him. To live that life, He gives me all I need – and 
so much more. We are called to be a blessing to 
others because of the blessings we have 
received. We may not have all we want, but we 
will always have all that we need.  
The next time someone asks you to keep your 
fingers crossed – why not respond with, “I’ll be 
happy to pray about that.” Show that you don’t 
depend on human luck, but on supernatural 
blessing – knowing that God’s Will will always be 
a blessing for you and those you love.  
May God bless you with His unconditional Love, 
Grace and Mercy and may we all use that to bless 
others – that’s what Jesus would want us to do.  
 
In His Abundant Grace and Love, 

Pastor Ceri       
 

 
 

WHERE TO FIND US –AND PASTOR CERI 😊 

We are worshiping in the Saguaro Room at  Pastor Ceri’s email address is 
2145 South Farnsworth Drive    pastorceri18@gmail.com 
Mesa, Arizona 85209 
         Our website is 
Our mailing address is      graceinthedesertaz.org 
Post Office Box 7367 
Surprise, Arizona 85374     Our Facebook location is 
         Facebook.com/GraceintheDesert 
Our church phone number is: 
623-233:1200       We currently do not have a 
         Twitter, Instagram, or other 
Our church fax number is     social media accounts, but 
623-233-1201       watch for them in the future 
 
Our church email address is 
graceinthedesertaz@gmail.com 

 


