
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” John 8:36 
 

LIVING A LIFE FILLED WITH 
FREEDOM 

It is a beautiful thing to be set free by the 

Blood of Jesus Christ. It means that we 

are saved by Grace, as Paul reminds us in 

his letter to the Ephesians. It means that 

if we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

and repent of the sins that we commit, we 

are free of the consequences of those 

sins.  

And living in the beautiful country that we 

call home – the United States of America? 

We enjoy freedoms in our nation that 

many people who live in other countries 

do not enjoy. We can worship as we see 

fit, we can agree or disagree with the 

government and others without fear of 

UNITY IN DIVERSITY 
It seems that there is a lot of unrest in our nation right now and it grieves my heart as I’m 

sure it grieves God’s Heart. God created us all to be equal no matter our faith, our race, our 

ethnicity, or our political beliefs. We all hold different beliefs with regard to our faith and 

our politics. But one thing is sure – as sure as God created us to be unique and diverse, He 

also created us to be One in the Body of Christ. Let’s show others what God has done in us 

by uniting against any type of prejudice or discrimination – by loving everyone the same, 

whether we like them or not. We have the best role model in the Universe in Jesus, who 

forgave and loved even those who hated him and hung Him on a tree.  

legal consequences. We have a host of 

other freedoms that are guaranteed by 

our Constitution and our Bill of Rights. 

But how do we use our freedoms, both as 

Christians and as citizens of the United 

States? My prayer is that we use those 

freedoms to further the cause of 

Freedom. That we embrace the Freedom 

that we have in Jesus and live lives that 

are pleasing to Him – lives that reflect His 

love for all of humanity and respect for 

those with whom we may not agree. It is 

important that we show unity as a nation 

and as the Body of Christ in making sure 

that our lives are living witnesses to the 

truths that our forefathers in both our 

faith and our nation hold to be self-

evident.  
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Church Events 

grams 

• July 5 at 10:00 a.m.  
o Special Independence 

Day Service – “Let 
Freedom Ring” 
 

• July 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
o “You are Here” (Grief 

& Loss) 
 

• July 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
o Bible Study based on 

“You are Here” 
 

• July 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
o “You are Good” 

(Sovereignty)  
 

• July 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
o Bible Study based on 

“You are Good” 
 

• July 26 at 10:00 a.m. 
o “You are For Me” 

(Commitment) 
 

• July 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
o Bible Study based on 

“You are For Me” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alpha on the 
Horizon 
Gotta let God lead, guide, and direct … 

In my daily prayers, I 
always ask God to guide 
me safely through the 
day and to show me His 
will for me and for Grace 
in the Desert. This week, 
His focus has been on 
Alpha. Whenever I ask 
what He wants me to do, 
I hear “Alpha” as a 
response. This is 
something I always knew 
was on the horizon. I 
went to the Alpha 
Conference here in Mesa  

at the end of January 
and it has been on my 
radar for a very long 
time. I know that it has 
the potential to grow the 
Kingdom – and does by 
all accounts. But I always 
thought that it would be  
later rather than sooner 
venture.  God is bugging 
me about this, so I am 
going to break with my 
usual tradition and try to 
be obedient without Him 
having to use a 2x6 up 

side my head.        
This is a perfect time to 
be reaching out to those 
who do not know Jesus. 
Borrowing from Rick 
Warren’s work, we know 
that times of change and 
stress are prime times 
for approaching people 
with the Gospel … for 
God to do His work in 
people to bring them to 
faith in Jesus.   
That is what Alpha is all 
about. It’s about helping 
people to meet Jesus 
and get to know Him for 
who He is … Savior and 
Friend.   
So, I will be looking to 
partner with some of you 
to bring this to fruition 
sooner rather than later. 
God be with us as we 
seek to do His will in His 
time …         

Moving Forward 
What will things look like for GTD after 

COVID 19?   

As you know, many churches 

have already opened back up 

for in-person worship. But our 

worship space peeps don’t 

know when they will be 

opening back up. Which I think 

is fine – I’m not sure I’m ready 

to put anyone at risk at this 

point, with numbers going up 

in Arizona like they are.   

Once we do begin to gather in 

person again for worship, I 

think we will need to take a 

look at what that will look like. 

And much of that will be  

driven by what is going on in 

the world. We may need to 

mask or commune ourselves. 

Will everyone feel comfortable 

with fellowshipping before 

and after worship or will we 

simply gather for worship and 

then head home. All of these 

are questions I don’t know the 

answers to right now –God 

will guide and lead us as we 

move closer – and your input 

will be important. Please let 

me know of your concerns and 

thoughts as we move closer to 

reopening – I miss you all but 

want to be safe in what we 

do. 

PDC Update 
There is nothing new to report on our Purpose Driven 

Church update. I am really interested in hearing from you 

about possible locations for Grace in the Desert so I can 

begin to gather the demographic data. Gathering this 

data is time-consuming so I’d like to get started on it as 

soon as possible. Right now, where we are in the 

process, no locations are off-limits. Once we start to 

gather information, we can start narrowing down where 

God wants us to be.         

More About Alpha 
One of the last emails I received from Alpha was 

about implementing Alpha on-line. It has been 

met with huge success in England and I have no 

reason to believe it wouldn’t have the same 

impact here. They are finding that people are 

much more open in an on-line environment and 

that more people participate because they don’t 

need to worry about driving to the meeting place 

or finding child care for their kids … This will be 

the avenue we will explore as we move forward 

with God’s direction.  

Let’s all pray about this and make it a goal to 

begin Alpha by Reformation – that gives us a 

good amount of time to plan and research …  

With God guiding and leading, this is a perfect 

opportunity to provide people with the healing 

power of Jesus at a time when we all most need 

it.  

I think there is great power in implementing Alpha 

as we move forward with growing Grace in the 

Desert using the Purpose Driven Church process. 

Psalm 133:1 

Even in the Old 
Testament we find 
teachings on Unity 

 
Behold, how 
good and 

pleasant it is 
    when 

brothers (and 
sisters) dwell in 

unity! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Ceri’s Corner 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE…. 

I know that is a cliché and well-worn phrase, 
but it is so true.  Freedom, no matter which 
one we are talking about, isn’t free.   
 
In John 8:26, Jesus says, “So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed.”  Jesus, true 
man and True God, paid the ultimate price on 
the cross for our sins.  Without his death and 
resurrection, we would still be mired in the 
mud of sin – held in bondage by the flesh. 
But by his stripes, we have been healed.  We 
are free to live as His children – doing His 
work in the world. 
 
When we think of the cross and the price that 
Jesus paid on it, we cannot help but be 
grateful for the grace that was purchased for 
us on that first Good Friday.  A price that, 
even if we could pay it, would not be enough 
– for Jesus kept the law perfectly – he was 
the perfect atoning sacrifice for us …. And 
for that, we are all eternally thankful.   The 
world was changed on that day – and Jesus 
continues to change us by living in us and 
through us every day of our lives.   
 
So, too, it is with our nation.  On July 4, 
1776, our brave forefathers signed a 
document that would change the world. 
Thirteen colonies broke the bonds of British 
tyranny that held them by signing the 
Declaration of Independence.  Were it not for 
these brave men, and those who have fought 
– and died – for this cause of freedom and 
democracy down through the ages, we would 
not enjoy the freedoms that we have because 
we live in this great nation – the United 
States of America. We can worship wherever 
we please, when we please, and we can 
worship whoever we please.   
 
No, freedom isn’t free. Our earthly freedom 
was purchased with the sacrifice of men and 
women through the years who have 
defended our way of life and the freedom 
that we have because of them.   
 
Our spiritual freedom was purchased with the 
sacrifice of God’s own Son, who gave his life 
for us on a cross so that we could have the 
ultimate freedom – a freedom that isn’t 
dictated by where we live or the government 
that is in authority – but a freedom that 
brings us eternal life – if only we believe in 
the one who purchased it.   
 
In His Abundant Grace and Love, 
      Pastor Ceri 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 “I Still Believe” Message Series and 
Bible Study Continue 
Our message series and Bible Study based on the 

movie “I Still Believe” will continue until the end of July. 

We had a technical glitch at our Bible Study on June 

30, so we will be extending out the Bible Study for one 

more week.  

 

 
 

Coming up in August …. 
In August, we will immerse ourselves in the concepts of 

Unity and Diversity. It seems that with all that is 

happening in our nation and the division that we are 

experiencing, it may be helpful to take a look at God’s 

Word to see what He has to say about the Unity that 

we should practice as Christians.  We will also have an 

informal, loosely structured Bible Study that will be a 

follow-up to each of the messages in August.  Plan to 

join us for this insightful and thought provoking 

message series and Bible Study. 

 

 

Looking Way Ahead …. 

I know it’s only July, but before we know it, 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas will be upon us. I 
would like some feedback about whether or not to do 
Wednesday night services during Advent, or do our 
special series on Sunday mornings. Our services will be 
entitled “God With Us” and will involve informal 
worship and activities that we will engage in as a 
family.  I am good either way, so your input will make 

the difference in how we configure our worship. 😊 
Please let me know by September 15 so I can plan 
accordingly.  

 


