
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From All Saints’ Day on November 1 to The First Sunday of Advent on 
November 29, Grace in the Desert will be worshiping …. Worshiping … 
and worshiping some more …  

November is a Busy Month for 
Worship Opportunities 

On November 1, we will be celebrating “All 

Saints’ Day” during our worship. This is 

typically a time when we celebrate the lives 

of the saints who have gone before us to 

Heaven. But it is also a time to remember 

that we are saints, too.  

On November 8 and 15, we will be taking a 

look at the Sacraments that we celebrate in 

the Lutheran Church – Baptism and Holy 

Communion. Holy Communion is also 

called “just” Communion, The Lord’s 

Supper, or the Eucharist.   

On November 22, we will be celebrating 

Christ the King Sunday. This is the last 

WHAT IS ALL SAINTS’ DAY? 
All Saints’ Day is celebrated on the first Sunday of November each year – the Sunday after we 

celebrate the Reformation. During the service, we remember all of our loved ones who have gone 

on to Heaven in the last year. But it is deeper than that – it is a time to celebrate all who have 

gone before us. It is a time to celebrate all those who are “clothed in white linen” and gathered 

around the Throne of Jesus. We celebrate them, not only because we loved them, but because they 

were instrumental in our faith walk – we celebrate them because, in the true sense of the word, 

they are saints who are now part of the Church Triumphant. 

Sunday of the Church Year and leads us into 

Advent Season. 

On November 25, we will be celebrating 

Thanksgiving with a special service on 

Thanksgiving Eve.  

On November 29, we will be starting our 

Advent worship. We will be getting ready 

for the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Our Advent series this year is 

entitled “God With Us” and we will be using 

this theme as our worship and Bible Study 

gatherings.  

Check out the rest of the Newsletter for 

more information on each of these worship 

opportunities for the month of November. 

Church Events 

• Nov 1 – All Saints’ Day 
o “Saints Alive!”  

 

• Nov 8  Worship at 10 am 
o “Washed White in 

the Blood” 
 

• Nov 10 at 6:30 pm 
o Bible Study 

 

• Nov 15  Worship at 10 am 
o “The Ultimate 

Feast”  
 

• Nov 17 at 6:30 pm 
o Bible Study 

 

• Nov 22 Worship at 10 a.m. 
o “Christ the King” 

 

• Nov 24 at 6:30 pm 
o Bible Study 

 

• Nov 25  Worship at 7 p.m.  
o Thanksgiving  

 

• Nov 29 Worship at 10 am 
o First Sunday in 

Advent – “The 
Potter” 
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Why Advent? What’s 
the Purpose? 
While, like Lent, Advent is not found in Scripture, it is a 

time when we prepare our hearts, minds, and souls for 

the coming of Jesus – not only at Christmas – but also 

His return in Glory on the Last Day 

The first Sunday in Advent 

marks the beginning of the 

Church Year. Advent then goes 

for four Sundays with the final 

Sunday in Advent being the 

Sunday before Christmas.  

We will be lighting the Advent 

wreath each Sunday, along with 

many other congregations. Even 

though we are unable to worship 

in person, we can still show that 

we are waiting for the Light of 

the Word to appear. As we light 

an additional candle each week,  

We will be celebrating the hope, 

joy, love, and peace (not 

necessarily in that order) that are 

found only in the Savior who is 

coming into the world. On 

Christmas Eve, as all four 

candles blaze, we will also be 

lighting the Christ Candle which 

symbolizes the birth of the Light 

of the World.  

While the term “Advent” is not 

found anywhere in Scripture, it 

is still an important time for us 

as we get ready to celebrate the 

birth of our King Jesus. 

Unlike Lent, it is not necessarily 

a time of penance and sorrow. It 

can be a time of joy as we look 

forward to the beauty and 

wonder that are Jesus.  

Many of the prophecies of Jesus 

come from the Prophet Isaiah. 

And our Advent worship and 

Bible Study for this year reflects 

that. Our four weeks of Advent 

will explore Jesus as: Our Potter 

(Isaiah 64:8) in Week 1, Our 

Shepherd (Isaiah 40:11) in 

Week 2, Our Living Branch 

(Isaiah 11:1) in Week 3, and 

Our Guide (Isaiah 2:3) in Week 

4. On Christmas Eve, we will 

celebrate A Great Light (Isaiah 

9:2) with an improvised 

candlelight service. While we 

had hoped to be worshiping in 

person by then, that hope is 

dimming as our COVID 

numbers rise – but God is in the 

hope and miracle business, so 

we continue to pray … 

 

 

Our Veterans 
November 11 is Veteran’s Day – please 

remember to thank a veteran when you see 
him/her 

How many of you know at least 

one veteran? How many of you 

have veterans in your family? 

How many of you are a veteran? 

Unless you have been in the 

family of someone who has 

served, it is hard to truly 

understand the sacrifice that is 

made for our country by those in 

the Armed Forces. And families 

make  huge sacrifices, too – they 

never know when their loved 

one is going to have to leave or 

when or if they are going to 

come home.  

I think the best thing we can do 

for our veterans is to let them 

know how much we appreciate 

them and their service. It’s 

awesome to see a veteran’s face 

light up when you simply say, 

“thank you for your service.”  

Let’s be more intentional about 

letting our veterans know that 

we love them and appreciate the 

sacrifice they have made to keep 

our country the “land of the free 

and the home of the brave.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Well … almost. 😊 We do have to wait until the 26th of 

November to share the turkey and dressing and pumpkin 

pie. But it’s important for us to remember to be thankful all 

year long – not just on one day of the year that we set 

aside for Thanksgiving.  It makes God smile when we are 

grateful for all that He has given us – and He has given us 

much, to be sure. We will be worshiping on Wednesday so 

that Turkey Dinner preparation is not interfered with. 😊 

Our service will be titled “Living Thanks” and will take place 

on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. via Facebook 

Live. 

Matthew 1:23 
“Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his 

name Immanuel” 
 

(which means, God 
with us).” Immanuel means “God With 

Us” and it is the title of our 

Advent worship series and 

Bible Study for this year of 

2020. At no time in recent 

memory is it so important that 

we remember that, no matter 

what, God is always with us. 

As we explore this concept 

during this Advent season, 

let’s always remember that 

He is always with us. 

Thanksgiving is Here! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ceri’s Corner 
November is busy … December is 

coming, too … how to make time for it all 

I don’t know about you, but I’m looking at the calendar 

and wondering how I’m going to accomplish all that needs 

to be done between now and December 25.  There are 

services to plan and power points to prepare and Bible 

Studies to study for and … yes … Newsletters to get out, 

too.       And as I look to add a part-time job to the mix, 

I’m wondering just what God has in store for me – and for 

Grace in the Desert – in the coming months and year.  

There is one thing I am sure of – and that is that God will 

make the time for me to get done all that HE wants me to 

get done – everything else will have to wait.   

As we remember those who have gone before us to the 

Throne Room of the King, we wonder if we spent enough 

time or told them enough how much we loved them – did 

they really know how we felt or did we just assume that 

they did? As we celebrate Thanksgiving, is it just another 

day on the calendar and then we go back to what may be 

our less than grateful to God ways? As we pass by our 

veterans do we remember their sacrifice? Even those who 

did not die for our country made sacrifices only they, and 

maybe their family, know about.   

Time is precious. It is a gift that costs us nothing to give 

and means the world to those who receive it.  I pray that 

during this really busy time of the year, we will focus on 

spending time with those we hold dear, on making 

memories that will last far into eternity, and on letting 

those we love know in no uncertain terms that we do love 

them – unconditionally and selflessly.   

That is what Jesus did – He didn’t look at His watch or 

check His calendar to see if He had time for us – or time to 

die for us. He was grateful for the time that He was able to 

spend with His disciples and His family and He is available 

to spend all the time with us that we need from Him. You 

see, He modeled everything for us … unconditional love, 

self-less sacrifice, forgiveness, and spending time with 

those He held most dear.  

So, as we add getting ready for Christmas to the list of 

things on our to-do lists, let’s make sure that we aren’t 

missing out on the most important “to-dos” of all – 

spending time with loved ones and showing them in ways 

that don’t cost any money how much we love and care for 

them and their needs. 

It’s really just that simple – no matter if we are talking 

about memories or gratitude or grace or anything else that 

you can think of, the bottom line is that it’s all about time – 

what we spend it on and how much we spend.   

You see, work will always be there and projects will 

always be there, but time with loved ones can go away in 

an instant with no way to get it back.   

Please know that I am grateful for each one of you in my 

life – I am grateful that God has made me His 

undershepherd of His beautiful congregation and I’m 

grateful that we are able to love each other unconditionally 

and selflessly and in a forgiving and kind way each and 

every day! God Bless You All! Happy November!         

What’s Coming Up? 
December, like November, will be a busy 
month at Grace in the Desert 

As we wind down November, we will be 
continuing our Advent journey in December. 
We will finish up our Advent series and then 
have candlelight worship on Christmas Eve – 
not sure yet how that’s going to look, but I 
know God will guide us to a solution for 
worshiping His Son on that most special of 
days.   
Looking forward to January, I’m open for 
Bible Study and Message Series ideas.  This is 
our congregation – well,  it’s God’s, but you 
know what I mean … not just mine … so I’m 
open to your ideas.  If you could let me know 
by the middle of November what you are 
thinking, I can get some idea of how to 
configure worship and Bible Study for the 
New Year. I have been working on it, but I 

want your input, too. 😊   

This could be anything from books of the Bible 

to topics of interest to denominations to 

Lutheranism to …. Field is wide open, but I do 

need to start getting more intentional about 

planning so, like I said, if you could give me 

some ideas by the middle of November, I would 

be most appreciative! 😊   



 

 
 

 

 

 
 


