
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace 

Other than our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior, nothing is more 
important to our faith foundation than our acceptance and belief in the 
Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Three Persons in one God, 
of substance, majesty, and infinity co-equal.   

THE TRINITY – THE GREAT 
MYSTERY OF OUR FAITH 

If someone says to you that they can 

explain the Trinity to you, it is my belief 

that they are either lying to you or 

delusional. I believe that it is much easier 

for us to wrap our human minds and 

hearts around the fact that Jesus is both 

God and human – not 50/50, but 100% 

each than it is for us to understand that 

our God is Three in One.  The best way I 

have ever found to describe the Trinity is 

using the example of water – water can be 

a solid (ice) or a liquid (water) or a gas 

(steam). All three are the same substance 

but they take three different forms. So it is 

with God – He takes three different forms 

“I STILL BELIEVE” Message Series 
Beginning June 21 and for the following five Sundays (with the exception of July 5), we will be 

exploring the characteristics of God as experienced by Jeremy Camp and his wife Melissa during 

their story as recounted in the movie “I Still Believe.” The five messages are: “You are My Hope” 

(June 21), “You are Faithful” (June 28), “You are Here” (July 12), “You are Good” (July 19), and 

“You are For Me” (June 26). We hope that you will join us, not only for this message series, but 

for the Bible Study that accompanies it (see below for more information about that).           

but they all have the same substance – the 

God substance.  Each does  different work 

in the world – Father/Creator, Son/ 

Redeemer, and Holy Spirit/Sanctifier or 

Empowerer (not sure if that’s a word, but 

you get the idea.  

Our belief in the Triune God is necessary 

for our salvation and that’s what gets us 

into Heaven – not works or anything else, 

but our belief in a God who does it all for 

us and in us and through us.   

Tune in on Trinity Sunday, June 7, to see 

what the Athanasian Creed and Scripture 

have to say about the Trinity.  
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Church Events 

grams 

• June 7 – Trinity 
o “The Holy Trinity: A 

Mystery of Faith” 
 

• June 14 
o “My Hope is Built on 

Nothing Less …” 
 

• June 21 
o First in a Message 

Series based on “I 
Still Believe” 

o “You Are My Hope” 
(Sacrifice) 
 

• June 24 at 6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study based on “You are 
My Hope” 

o Bible Study is based 
on “I Still Believe” 
and will be delivered 
via the Zoom platform 

 

• June 28 
o “You are Faithful” 

(Redemption) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are You a 
Cracked Pot? 
One of my favorite stories is the story of the cracked 

pot – how do we fit in with the lesson of that story? 

And what does it mean for our service to God and His 

Kingdom? 

Many people feel that they don’t 

have anything to offer God in 

service to His Kingdom – and I 

have felt that way myself many 

times, even since my ordination 

seven years ago. But nothing 

could be further from the truth. 

Like the cracked pot that watered 

the beautiful flowers and gave 

them life, we all have purpose in 

our lives – a God-given purpose 

that only we can fulfill. It makes 

God smile when we are doing all 

that He has called us to do and   

being all that He has called us to 

be. 

As we look at growing Grace in 

the Desert and making her a 

shining jewel for God’s mission, 

it is going to take all of us and 

all of our gifts to help her grow 

as God has intended.  

Pastors are not the ones who 

grow the church.  I’m not saying 

pastors don’t have a role in 

church growth, but the main job 

of going and bringing people to 

Jesus rests with everyone who is 

a member of the Priesthood of 

All Believers – that means all of 

us.         

So … think about what your 

gifts are. What talents and 

abilities do you have that can be 

used in service to our God and 

His People? Or to bring people 

to Christ who do not yet know 

Him?  

We will be asking for your help 

in ways that you feel 

comfortable with (or maybe that 

are a bit out of your comfort 

zone) as we move forward in the 

coming months – looking to 

grow first the Kingdom and, 

along with that, our little corner 

of that Kingdom. 

Each one of us is a cracked pot 

with a singular purpose – 

together we can grow a beautiful 

garden of God’s People at Grace 

in the Desert.       

Bible Study 
“I Still Believe” carries within it a message of 

hope even in the darkest times of our lives.  

The story of Jeremy Camp and 

his first wife Melissa is inspiring 

and beautiful. Their individual 

and collective faith in the God 

we serve shines through in all 

that they do as they face a life 

and death battle.   

We will be exploring some 

foundational concepts associated 

with this firm during a five-week 

Bible study that piggy-backs on 

the message series based on the 

same movie.  

Our study will begin on 

Wednesday, June 24 at 6:30 p.m.  

We will be experiencing this 

Bible study through the Zoom 

meeting platform so that all can 

be in the comfort (and safety) of 

their own homes. 

The study is video-based and 

has a Study Journal that can be 

purchased to enhance the 

journey. The least expensive 

option that I found was at 

Amazon at a cost of $14.97 with 

Prime shipping.  

Please contact Pastor Ceri if you 

have any questions.       

 

 

 Sticky Subject …. 
One of the subjects that I like to stay away from is the financial 

aspect of the church or Church, take your pick. However, as a 

congregation, we do have responsibilities so that we can keep 

moving forward.  We have insurance costs, licensing for music and 

power points, etc., as well as a pastor to pay. We have been blessed 

in the past with funds to sustain the dry spell that we have been in, 

but that stash is dwindling. Please consider making a donation to 

GTD so that we can continue to do God’s work where He has 

planted us …. Thanks much ….       

Pentecost Hangover 
Pentecost is always a very powerful reminder of the Holy 

Spirit and His work, not only in us as individuals, but in our 

congregation, as well.  We need to continue to move forward 

with His guiding and leading and directing, not our own.  

  

We need to realize that Grace in the Desert is not my church – 

and it’s not your church, either. The Church, in the global 

sense, and in the congregation sense, belongs to God. For us, 

this means that when we make decisions about what, where, 

when, and how we are going to do things, we need to be sure 

that we are being truly led by the Holy Spirit and not our own 

egos.  

 

All of us need to be on God’s coat tails, listening to Him and 

discerning His will. So, if any one of us has an idea, the first 

question that needs to be answered is – “Have you prayed 

about that?” “Do you believe that this is God’s Will or is it 

your will?” If we believe that it is God’s Will, then we all need 

to pray about it. Prayer and seeking God’s Will is the 

foundation for growth and movement in this congregation. It 

must be, or we will not be blessed to do what God wants us to 

do, when, where, and how He wants it done.   

 

The Holy Spirit is a powerful force, as evidenced by the events 

of Pentecost. Let’s harness that Power and do mighty works 

in the Kingdom of God. 

Romans 15:13 
One of the great hope 

verses in all of 
Scripture 

 

May the God of 

hope fill you with 

all joy and peace in 

believing, so that 

by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you 

may abound in 

hope. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ceri’s Corner 

Unity and Peace as we celebrate Flags 
and Fathers ….. 

I had a whole idea about what I wanted to write for this 

month as we honor the flag of our nation and the fathers 

who have done so much to make us who we are. And those 

things are important, but God has, in light of the national 

divisiveness that we are experiencing right now, laid 

something else on my heart – the idea of Unity and Peace. 

John 17 is known as Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer.” He 

prayed it just before His crucifixion and resurrection. The 

crux of the prayer was for His disciples and, by extension, 

for us, that we would be united in Him – He prayers 

specifically for unity. Verses 20-23 state, “I do not ask for 

these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, 

Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, 

so that world may believe that you have sent me. The glory 

that you have given me I have given to them, that they may 

be one even as we are one. I in them and you in me, that 

they may become perfectly one, so that the world my know 

that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” 

I realize that it is easy to say that this is about the Church – 

and that is correct. Unfortunately, the Church hasn’t done 

such a great job of living into this message and prayer, 

either. But I believe that it is up to us as Christians to live 

in unity, not only with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, but 

with all who claim Christ as their Savior. We are not meant 

to be divided, but doctrine does divide us. And I would be 

lying if I said that I could be anything but Lutheran – but I 

am a Christian first and foremost. The most important 

thing is that we all have Jesus Christ as our Savior – we 

need to rest in that.  

And, as we do rest in that, we can then bring unity to the 

world – to our nation – that is hurting so badly right now 

from division and hatred. This is not what God wants for 

us. This is not how He wants us to behave. It’s so easy to 

throw words around that hurt and demean and degrade, and 

I wonder what God thinks when He sees His children 

acting not out of Love, but out of hatred and prejudice and 

discrimination.  

Jesus prayed for Unity because He knew that we would 

need that prayer. He knew that the disciples/apostles would 

need that prayer.  

How can we heal our nation? By showing the Unity that 

Christ wants for us. By loving our neighbors as ourselves 

whether we agree with them or not – politically, spiritually, 

demoninationally, or any other way that we can disagree. 

God wants us to honor our diversity – He did make us each 

unique, after all – and to use that diversity to unify us so 

that we can go about His business – the business of loving 

the world to a Savior who loved us enough to die for us.  

Join me in singing “Jesus Loves me, this I know”--the song 

of every Christian – every person who claims Christ as 

his/her own – no matter what denomination or what race or 

what ethnicity or what political party they belong to – we 

are all just sinners who have been redeemed by a Savior 

who sees only our heart – may that heart be worth looking 

at. 

In His Grace and Peace, Pastor Ceri 

 

What is PDC? 
And why should I care? What does it have 
to do with Grace in the Desert? 

Many of you may have heard of Rick Warren’s 
book, The Purpose Driven Church,” the latest 
edition of which is “What on Earth am I Here 
For?”  Well, he has also written a book entitled 
“The Purpose Driven Church.” This book maps 
out a plan for every church, no matter the 
denomination or the size, to fulfill the 
purposes of the Church as set out Scripture.   
In the New Testament, five purposes of the 
Church are laid out …. (1) worship, (2) 
ministry, (3) evangelism, (4) fellowship, and 
(5) discipleship.   
These purposes can be summed up by the 
“Great Commandment” and the “Great 
Commission.”   
The Great Commandment:  “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is 
the great and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  
The Great Commission:  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.” 



 

 

PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH (PDC) 
• Our first task in the PDC process is to put together a 

“launch” team – or in our case, a “relaunch” team since we 

are already an established congregation. When GTD was 

worshiping in the Northwest Valley, we had a relaunch team 

that met for several months. When God moved us to the 

East Valley, that team was suspended. We do need to 

constitute another team – some of the members may be the 

same, but others will be added to reflect our changing 

location and demographics.  Stay tuned for more as we seek 

out and call people to this task. This is a months-long 

process and will involve at least monthly meetings – most of 

which can be held via Zoom or some other platform. We 

hope to re-start this process by September of this year. 

  

• Part of the process has already been completed. The initial 

team developed a Mission/Vision Statement and a Purpose 

Statement. Our Mission/Vision Statement is: “As a family 

of believers we will meet people where they are in their 

lives, reach out to those who do not know Jesus, teach them 

to be His disciples by being His hands and feet and face in 

the community and the world, making our lives living 

worship to the One True God. 

• Boiled down to an acrostic, our Purpose Statement is: 

• Go to those who do not know Jesus  

• Reach out to those who are in need, showing them the 

Love of God 

• Actively make disciples  

• Connect all who enter to the Body of Christ 

• Exalt God and praise Him for His love and grace 

 

 

• Another important piece of the PDC Process is that, as a church 

family, we have Core Values. Again, this work has already been 

done. These are the Core Values that we currently have for Grace 

in the Desert:   

 

• God’s Word is the foundation on which we build and make 

decisions.  

• Redemption through Jesus Christ and His death and 

resurrection are the message we take to the community and 

the world through our worship and missions. 

• Actively seeking the unchurched and unbelievers to bring 

them into a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

• Creating opportunities for all to know the love of Jesus 

Christ. 

• Embracing diversity so all feel welcome in our family and 

encouraged to grow in their faith walk at their own pace.   

 

• Please review these and provide your input. It is important that 

we have a Mission/Vision, Purpose, and Core Values that we can 

all support and live out in our church family and in the 

community where we are led to “live.”   

 

• One of the other tasks that we will need to complete is finding a 

location for worship for GTD. Once we have various proposed 

locations, then the work of gathering demographic data begins. 

Based on that data, we will then need to figure out where our 

family will put down some roots. Please provide possible cross 

street locations for our worship as you think of them. 

 

• Look for PDC updates s they are available. It may be in the 

Newsletter, but if there is something that needs to be discussed 

before that, we’ll be in touch via email.  

•  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

“I Still Believe” Message Series and Bible Study 
As mentioned above, we will be beginning a message series and Bible study based 

on the movie “I Still Believe.” We hope that you will join us as we explore some 

of the more important God concepts from that movie. 😊   

 

Coming up in July … 
On July 5, we will celebrate the birth of our nation with a special service entitled 

“Let Freedom Ring.” It would be great if we could be worshiping in person by 

then, but if the COVID numbers don’t start coming down and the curve flatten, 

that may not be a reasonable and safe possibility. We will still celebrate the signing 

of the Declaration of Independence all those years ago because it is still a shining 

beacon of hope in a world that seems to be darker than it has been in a very long 

time.   

After that, we will resume our “I Still Believe” message series and study.  


