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Since the creation of the Universe, God’s desire for us is that we 
live as one, just as He is One in the person of the Trinity. This will 
be the focus of our Message Series as we journey through 
August.   

CHRISTIAN UNITY – OUR 
FOCUS FOR AUGUST 

These days, it seems like unity is 
just a dream – and a difficult one, at 
that. People are divided about 
COVID, about politics, and about 
social issues like equality and civil 
rights. We all have different views, 
that is for sure. But when our views 
are not in line with what God has 
ordained through His Word and 
through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have 
a problem – a big one.   
Scripture has much to say and much 
to teach us about this concept of 

PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH 
There are no updates for our Purpose Driven Church process; however, 
by this time next month, we hope to have a Launch Team in place with 
meetings scheduled to discuss where we will land, when we will land 
there, and what the logistics and demographics will look like. Please 
keep us in prayer as we move forward with God’s Plan for Grace in the 
Desert.         

unity. We will move through the 
entire Bible as we begin with 
Genesis and creation on August 2 
and end in Revelation and eternity 
on August 30. In between, we will 
explore just what it means to be part 
of the Body of Christ, how Jesus 
calls us to minister and evangelize 
to every tribe and nation, how Jesus 
prayed for Unity, and how the 
gathering around the Heavenly 
Throne will look in terms of all 
nations, tribes, and languages. God 
sees beauty in the diversity He has 
created and wants us to do the sme. 

Church Events 

Grace 
grams 

August 2 

t “In the Beginning” 
 

August 4 

t “I Still Believe” Bible Study 
 

August 9 

t “If We Are the Body …” 
 

August 11 

t “I Still Believe” Bible Study 
 

August 16 

t “If It Was Easy Jesus 
Wouldn’t Have Prayed for 
It” 
 

August 18 

t “Unity” Bible Study 
 

August 23 

t “Every Tribe and Nation” 
 
August 25 

t “Unity” Bible Study 
 
August 30 

t “Unity Into Eternity” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Beginnings 

His mercies are new every morning. We always have 

a clean slate at the beginning of each beautiful new 

day. 

As our children and 

grandchildren get ready to 

start a new school year, we 

are made more aware of new 

beginnings, fresh starts, clean 

slates.  Even kids who have 

had issues in school in the 

past are offered the 

opportunity to start over in a 

new class with a new teacher 

and new expectations. They 

have grown over the summer, 

no doubt, and will be wanting 

to put their best foot forward 

as they walk into those 

school hallways for the first 

time this year.   

 

 But, wait, this isn’t 

like any other new school 

year. Virtual classes and on-

line learning are the order of 

the day this year. New starts, 

yes, but in a whole different 

way. A way that is new to 

many and frustrating for 

some. But a fresh start no 

matter the emotions attached 

to it.   

 

 As Christians, we 

have the beauty of 

experiencing God’s mercies 

new every morning. That 

means leaving everything 

from the day before behind 

and moving forward in a new 

and fresh way with God by 

our side. Too often, we allow 

the hurts and disappointments 

from the day before spill over 

… that’s when things can get 

dicey. 

 

 Grudges and anger 

get heavy to carry around and 

they only end up hurting us in 

the long run when we insist 

on holding on to them.  We 

are called to forgive as we are 

forgiven. That doesn’t mean 

we enter into a total trust 

relationship with someone 

who has hurt us if that is not 

appropriate, but we do 

forgive and move forward.  

But, wait, this isn’t like any 

other new school year. 

Virtual classes and on-line 

learning are the order of the 

day this year. New starts, 

yes, but in a whole different 

way. A way that is new to 

many and frustrating for 

some. But a fresh start no 

matter the emotions attached 

to it.   

 

As Christians, we have the 

beauty of experiencing 

God’s mercies new every 

morning. That means leaving 

everything from the day 

before behind and moving 

forward in a new and fresh 

way with God by our side. 

Too often, we allow the hurts 

and disappointments from 

the day before spill over … 

that’s when things can get 

dicey. 

 

Grudges and anger get heavy 

to carry around and they only 

end up hurting us in the long 

run when we insist on 

holding on to them.  We are 

called to forgive as we are 

forgiven. That doesn’t mean 

we enter into a total trust 

relationship with someone 

who has hurt us if that is not 

appropriate, but we do 

forgive and move forward.  

That is what God does with 

us – and that is what we are 

called to do.   

 

 I am sure that we 

wouldn’t want God to hold a 

grudge against us for all the 

times we have sinned against 

Him. Sin is part of being 

human since Adam and Eve 

ate that first fruit in the 

Garden. But Jesus came to 

take on that Sin so that we 

could move forward and live 

in the Freedom He offers us 

– Freedom to live our lives 

as God wants us to live them.  

 

 We need to always 

remember that we are all 

children of God and, in that 

light, we need to accept and 

love each other as He has 

loved us.  Forgiving and 

moving forward – making 

sure that all know and realize 

that His mercies are new 

every morning – and so 

should ours be.  We need to 

be the light to the world, not 

succumb to the darkness. 

 

 “This is the Day 

that Lord has made. Let us 

rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Instead of wasting our time 

and energy on being angry 

and hurtful, let’s take that 

energy and make it the day 

God wants it to be.  Now, 

I’m not saying that that 

means we should be door 

mats – Jesus certainly wasn’t 

Alpha – Christ 
is Needed 
 

 I have often heard Rick Warren say that the best time to approach unbelievers with 
the Gospel is when they are in personal crisis – financial, emotional, medical, 
relational – or when there is a world-wide, nationwide, or community-wide crisis. It 
appears to me that the pandemic and social issues that we are experiencing are 
creating the individual issues that he talks about. So … as we study Unity in the 
Christian context, it is our responsibility to also help others to see their need for 
Jesus. One way we can do that is through an on-line Alpha course … we don’t need 
a physical location or a lot of people to accomplish this – and the fields are ripe for 
the harvest – who’s on board? 

 

 

 

Stay Tuned … 
As we continue to move through 2020, we are fast approaching Advent 
and Christmas – how could we already be over half-way through this 
crazy year? But it does seem that is the case. 😊 After we finish up our 
message series and Bible study on “Unity,” we will begin another 
entitled “Grace is Greater.” The bottom line is that Grace is greater than 
anything we have done or that has been done to us.  After that and until 
Advent, we will use our Bible study time to discuss the topic of the 
service for the week (Reformation, All Saints’, Christ the King, etc.). 
Our Advent services and Bible study will be titled “God With Us.” We 
look forward to taking a deeper look into who God is.  
If you have anything you would like to be the topic of a Bible study, 
please let us know. 

 

 

I am sure that we wouldn’t want God 

to hold a grudge against us for all the 

times we have sinned against Him. 

Sin is part of being human since 

Adam and Eve ate that first fruit in 

the Garden. But Jesus came to take on 

that Sin so that we could move 

forward and live in the Freedom He 

offers us – Freedom to live our lives 

as God wants us to live them.  

 

We need to always remember that we 

are all children of God and, in that 

light, we need to accept and love each 

other as He has loved us.  Forgiving 

and moving forward – making sure 

that all know and realize that His 

mercies are new every morning – and 

so should ours be.  We need to be the 

light to the world, not succumb to the 

darkness. 

 

“This is the Day that Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Instead of wasting our time and 

energy on being angry and hurtful, 

let’s take that energy and make it the 

day God wants it to be.  Now, I’m not 

saying that that means we should be 

door mats – Jesus certainly wasn’t 

when it came to doing His Father’s 

will – but we do need to speak in love 

and truth, just like Jesus did, without 

anger or malice.   

 

Let’s make every day a day that God 

would be proud to sign His name to – 

a day that shows that even when we 

don’t particularly like someone or 

what they say or do, that we can show 

the same kind of love that Jesus 

shows to us – that he evidenced by 

His death and resurrection. The kind 

of love that accepts who and what we 

are in love and grace, even when we 

don’t particularly like what someone 

has done or said.   

 

 So it is that we enter each 

day as children do in a new school 

year. And children we are, too – 

God’s kids opening up a whole new 

day of possibility and promise. Living 

in His Grace and Love … spreading 

that Grace and Love to everyone – 

not just the ones we think deserve it. 

 

In His Abundant Grace and Love, 

Pastor Ceri 


