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It’s all a matter of perspective how we view the dandelion … and much 
the same can be said about how we view many things in life, including 
those things that are beyond our control and firmly in the grasp of our 
Amazing God. 

Dandelion – Weed or 
Beautiful Flower? 

I would guess that many of us would answer 

emphatically that a dandelion is a weed. But 

in some parts of the world where it doesn’t 

grow “like a weed,” (pun intended) it is a 

valued addition to any flower garden. It all 

depends on perspective … like many things 

that we experience in life.  

I don’t remember where I heard it, but some 

thoughts about the dandelion may change 

our perspective – may even make it a role 

model for our Christian walk.   

Anyone who has tried to get rid of 

dandelions knows that that is really hard – 

they are persistent plants that don’t give up 

JANUARY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Things did not change much for us financially in January.  Our income was $200.00 -- thank you 

to all who contributed, whether through financial contributions or time and talent. Our expenses 

were $229.95, leaving a balance in checking of $259.73 and a balance in savings of $887.54. In 

addition, Greg made the payment for the church phone number – that was $17.21.                      .   

 

 

easily – what if we were as persistent in our 

quest to spread the Good News of the 

Gospel to the world? 

While irritating in their numbers, dandelions 

do shine brightly like the sun in the yards 

where they grow so freely. Are we as 

reflective of the beauty of the Son in what 

we say and do in our lives? 

Dandelions provide nourishment and fun to 

kids and adults … are we in the business of 

spreading joy so that all want to know its 

Source? 

Check out this link for some more food for 

thought about the dandelion:  

https://www.annhgabhart.com/2015/05/20/th

e-lesson-of-dandelion/ 

Church Events 
t March 7 – Worship at 9:00 

o “God’s Enriching Love” 
 

t March 9 – Bible Study at 6:30 
o “God’s Steadfast Love” 

 

t March 14 –Worship at 9:00 
o “God’s Living Love” 

 

t March 16 – Bible Study at 6:30 
o “God’s Enriching Love” 

 

t March 21 – Worship at 9:00 
o “God’s Holy Love” 

 

t March 23 – Bible Study at 6:30 
o God’s Living Love” 

 

t March 28 – Palm Sunday 
o Worship at 9:00 
o “God’s Saving Love” 

 

t March 30 – No Bible Study 
 

t April 1 – Maundy Thursday 
o Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
o “God’s Selfless Love” 

t April 2 – Good Friday 
o Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
o “God’s Sacrificial Love 

t April 4 – Easter Sunday 
o Worship at 9:00 
o “God’s Joyous Love” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THINGS NEW 
Spring and Easter are upon us. While not in 
March, Easter is the first Sunday of April this 

year, so it’s pretty close to March. 😊  

With Spring and Easter bring thoughts of new 

beginnings and new life – both physical and 

spiritual. We see flowers sprouting up all over 

the place – even the desert is filled with 

blooms and beauty – just take a closer look at 

the cacti and other blooms if you think the 

desert is all brown and ugly. 😊    

Spring cleaning can be a big deal – we go 

through things and toss things and maybe even 
paint and spruce up the yard and the house.  
But what about our spiritual lives? How do we 
“spring clean” our souls? Or do we wallow in the 
winter of despair and depression – especially 
now when we are spending another Spring with 
COVID? But what does God want from us – He 
wants us to spiritually clean our house – so that 
we live into the new creation that we are 
because of Jesus. Let’s all take stock of who we 
are as a Christian – a disciple of Jesus – and 
then adjust our lives accordingly – we are, in 
fact, new creations – Let’s live like it! 

A NEW CREATION – 
ALPHA’S ROLE 
What does Alpha have to do with making new 
creatures? Well, Alpha is a great tool to 
introduce people to Jesus or to help those 
who already know Him to get to know Him 
better or to help those who have left Him 
behind meet Him again and develop a real, 
deep relationship with Him.  
As I’ve said before, God is pushing us to be 
more involved in Alpha and offer a course for 
those who fit one of the categories I’ve listed 
above.  Who do you know who could benefit 
from an introduction or a refresher to who this 

Jesus is that we serve and honor and 
believe in? Please let Pastor Ceri know at 
pastorceri18@gmail.com if you know 
someone who would like an invite.  
Remember, as new creations through the 
life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, we are to be in the business of 
helping others to become new creations, 
too. Paul tells us that we believe by hearing 
the Word of God and it’s our job as disciples 
to bring that Word to others.  God, through 
the Holy Spirit, does the work of creating 
faith in a person’s heart – but we are the 
ones who are called to plant the seeds … 
Who do you know whose heart is fertile 
ground for the seed of the Word to be 
planted? 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; behold, 

all things have become new. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

mailto:pastorceri18@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ceri’s Corner 
There is much talk of the luck of the Irish 
during March … but is it luck or blessing? 

This is an article I wrote for a church 
Newsletter about seven years ago, but I 
think it still holds merit, especially as we 
enter our second year of dealing with 
COVID …. 
 
So many times, as we attribute what 
happens to us as bad luck or good luck, we 
seem to forget the role God plays in every 
moment of every day of our lives. For me, 
as I was looking for what to include in this 
Newsletter, this was a good reminder – one 
that I needed to hear. I hope it reminds you, 
too, of the Grace and Goodness of God no 
matter what our circumstances. 
 

LUCK …. OR BLESSING 
 
During a recent conversation with our oh, 
so wise grandson, Caleb, we were talking 
about luck. I believe the context was 
something about that if we were lucky 
enough, something good would happen. 
But in a style that can only be described as 
“Calebistic,” he sat and pondered.  He put 
his chin between the thumb and forefinger 
of one hand and just sat there for a 
moment. Then he said to me, “Grandma, I 
don’t think it’s about luck …. I think it’s 
about blessing.” Okay, so he’s not old 
enough to be in the pulpit, but at 9, I think 
he has a wisdom that surpasses that of 
many adults I know.   
 
He gets it – our good fortune, whatever that 
may be, is not about luck. It’s about God’s 
gracious blessings to us, chief among those 
the Grace and Peace and Mercy and Love 
that He showers on us every day – no 
matter what our circumstances.  And most 
certainly, the most important blessing of all 
– the gift of His Son who we call Savior, 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, Immanuel ….. The 
Gift that means new life for all of us as we 
enter each new day because of His 
sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary.   
As we move from the Winter of Lent and of 
our physical world into the Springtime of 
Easter, let’s all remember that Gift – and 
the blessings that it brings to us.  And we 
need to remember, too, that not all of our 
blessings feel good at the time – a loss of 
job or home, the loss of a loved one, the 
journey toward death that we may be 
traveling with a loved one …. 

 
Those are all blessings …. All serve to bring us closer 
to our God and our Savior and, through the workings 
of the Holy Spirit, to find peace and joy in any 
circumstance, just as Paul did.  As we look back, I’m 
sure all of us can see that those things we called 
disasters at the time led, not only to growth and a 
closer relationship with God, but to a closer 
relationship with friends and those who are not so 
much, too.  Life is good when we see everything as a 
blessing – and embrace the lesson of all that life has 
to offer.   
 
And, as we search the Scriptures, we don’t see 
anything about luck, either. I’ve looked. It’s all about 
the blessings that God gives us – and the 
circumstances that He allows us to experience – that 
make life what it is and make our faith what it is – a 
vital part of us and the one thing that we can cling to 
when nothing and no one else is there for us.  God is 
always there, blessing us with His presence and 
holding us in the palm of His Almighty hand.   
 
With Caleb, hopefully, we can all say …. “you know, 
I’ve been thinking …. And it’s not about luck at all …. 
It’s about the blessings we receive from a loving and 
gracious God who loved us enough to send His Son 
to die for us.”   
 
In His Abundant Grace and Love, 
:o) Pastor Ceri 
 

   i  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Random Ponderings on  
God’s Love …. 
• Sometimes, I think, it’s hard to imagine and get our heads 

and hearts around the immensity of God’s Love for us. 

During this time of Lent, we have been traveling a journey 

through a series called, “God’s Love is Shown.” I think that 

has helped us to see how wide and deep and beautiful God’s 

Love is for us. If there is any doubt, we just need to look at 

the cross and see Jesus giving up His Life so that we could 

have eternal life with Him in Heaven. There is no human 

love that comes even close to that – I think the love of dogs 

come close because they, like God, love us unconditionally. 

But even they are not perfect and their love is not perfect. 

Only God’s Love is perfect – it is whole, pure, untainted by 

the world – God is Love.  

• This is God’s Love … the Love shaped like a Cross – the 

Cross of Calvary. When you wear a cross, remember that 

you are claiming Christ and that you should reflect that 

same selfless and sacrificial Love that He showed when He 

said, “It is Finished.” The work of redemption was done – 

our redemption. We can wear a cross proudly, but perhaps it 

may be better for us to wear it humbly – just as Jesus was 

humble in His Love, so should we be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I was searching for images about God’s Love, this one shouted out 

to me. We have a tendency to forget that God Loves us all the same. 

When He sees us, He sees us washed clean in the Blood of His Son. 

He knows us by name. He knows everything about us. He knows our 

heart. He knows all that there is to know – and He Loves us with the 

Love that only He can give. Others will love us conditionally or 

imperfectly. But God Loves us perfectly – each of us, His own unique 

creation – made for service to Him, created for a purpose that is 

unique to each one of us. God Loves each of us dearly – He gives each 

of us all that we need – He holds each one of us in the palm of His 

Almighty Hand – and He sent His Son to die for each and every one of 

us – not only for the world, but for me … and you … and you … and 

you … what a beautiful privilege to be Loved by a God who knows 

me and Loves me unconditionally anyway.  

  

 

 

Holy Week 
Please join us as we begin Holy Week with Palm Sunday on March 28 (at 

9:00 a.m.) with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Journey with us 

through Maundy Thursday, as we commemorate Jesus’ Last Supper and 

the beginning of what we call Holy Communion. Walk with us to the 

Cross of Calvary as we remember the Sacrifice that was made by the 

Sinless One for those of us who are sinners all. Our Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday services will begin at 7:00 p.m. Arizona time. 

 

Sunday, April 4  
Finally, join us on Easter Sunday morning at 9:00 Arizona time as we go 

to the tomb of Jesus with Mary Magdalene and experience the Joy of the 

Resurrection and the empty tomb. Jesus is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 😊 

And therein lies the Hope of all Christians … the Joy that is in every 

Christian Heart … because “he was dead and is alive again!” God’s 

Joyous Love reigns supreme on this most beautiful of days – the day on 

which our faith is based – for if the Resurrection never happened, our faith 

is in vain. Praise Jesus that that is not the case! 😊  

Upcoming Dates 


