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Hello, and welcome to the May edition of 
our monthly Newsletter.  I want to 
express my gratitude for your Grace as 
Greg and I moved and are getting settled 
in.  It is much appreciated – not only with 
the delay in this Newsletter, but also with 
the more simplistic formatting.  At this 
point, with it being almost mid-month, I 
just wanted to get the information out to 

you in the best way possible.         
 

As with most of 
you, we are still 
staying pretty 
much at home 
as we all 
navigate the 
chapter in our 
collective lives 
that is COVID-
19.  We pray 

that you are staying safe and sane and 
healthy – and doing all that you can to 
keep yourself and others safe – you 

know, wearing masks and washing those 
hands and keeping your hands away from 
your face and keeping a good six-foot 
distance between yourself and those you 
are not at home with.  I firmly believe that 
God is working in and through this time 
and that He will provide us with some 
great insight as we move forward.  
 
I pray that we will remember how difficult 
it was not to be able to hug our loved 
ones or visit them in the hospital or 
assisted living facilities – not because I 
want us to remember the pain, but 
because I want us to value each and 
every moment that we have together – 
those are the moments that make up our 
lives in the most important and simplistic 
way, yet we forget and begin to take 
them for granted.   
 
I, for one, will never take for granted 
again, the hugs of my daughter, son-in-
law, and grandboys – or their love and 
laughter –  things I have missed greatly 
these last couple of months.   
 



In the midst of this crazy time, Greg and I 
moved from Wittmann to Buckeye into a 
home that God showed us and that is 
becoming “home” – as we unpack boxes 
that have been packed since late last 
year. It is almost like Christmas as we 
remember those things that we haven’t 

seen for a long time.         
 
Once we get settled in and the COVID 
stuff is over, we hope to have a 
congregational and congregational friend 
gathering to celebrate God’s goodness 
and Love as He continues to shower us 
with blessings even during this uncertain 
time.   
 

MAY IS A BUSY MONTH 
 

With two major celebrations and a 
commemoration, May is a busy month. On 
May10, we honor our Moms, on May 31, 
we celebrate Pentecost – the birthday of 
the Church, and on May 25, we 
commemorate Memorial Day – the day 
when we remember all those who have 
fought and died to allow us to live our 
lives of freedom and peace.  
 
Our services for May will be:   
 
May 3 “Better to Have Tried and 

Failed than Never to Have 
Tried At All” via FB Live 

May 10 Mom’s Day and “Perfect Love 
Casts our Fear” via FB Live 

May 17 “God’s Got This” via FB Live 
May 24 “#NoFear” via FB Live 
May 31 “Holy Who???” via FB Live 
 
For the duration of this pandemic, we will  
be worshiping via Facebook Live about  
10:00 on Sunday mornings. While there  
will be no music because of our licensing  
agreement, we will celebrate communion  

at each service, so have your bread/  
wafer/cracker and wine/grape juice ready. 
 

PASTOR CERI’S CORNER 
 

MOMS AND MEMORIES AND MIGHTY 
WINDS 

 
 He is Risen! He is Risen 
Indeed! :o)  As we move 
toward Pentecost and the 
entrance of the Holy Spirit, 
we always need to keep in  

mind the resurrection and what it brings  
to us – Salvation, Grace, Peace, and  
Mercy through the outstretched arms of  
Jesus on the cross and His victory over  
death on that first Easter morning.   
 
And, just as the Apostles did on that first  
Pentecost, we are called to share that  
good news of the Gospel with others.  We  
need to ask that the Holy Spirit fill us  
with such love and power that we are not  
afraid to speak of the Gospel to those  
who need to hear it – those who have no  
idea that Jesus died for them, too. And  
even though we all have a part in the  
nails that went through His hands and  
feet on the cross, we also have a part in  
being called children of God through this 
life-giving death – people need to know  
that – they need to feel the strength and  
empowerment that only the Holy Spirit  
can give them – but we are the ones who  
can plant the seeds – and plant them we  
must.  That is what our job is as disciples  
of the One who paid the ultimate price  
for our freedom from sin.  But make no  
mistake – it is the Holy Spirit who does  
the ultimate job of working faith in and  
through our hearts 
 
And that brings me to Memorial Day. We  
have no problem proclaiming to the  



world the sacrifice made by those who  
paid the ultimate price for our earthly  
freedom. We honor those whose blood 
paved the way for us to be able to  
worship where we want – or not worship,  
as the case may be.  And well we should  
– for without them, who knows where we  
would be and what type of oppression we  
would be living under. As we remember  
them on this Memorial Day, we also need  
to remember the One who’s ultimate  
sacrifice bought the ultimate freedom.  
 
And, what can we say about Moms?  

Without them, we would not be here.       
We are called to honor them in the Fourth  
Commandment – we are to honor our  
fathers and mothers that it may be well  
with us and that we may live long upon  
the earth.  Our Moms are precious gifts  
given to us by a loving and merciful God.  
They, in many cases, are our faith models.  
They, in many cases, have been rocks that  
our ideas of who and what we are are  
built upon. Sometimes, our relationships  
with our Moms aren’t so great, but even  
then, we still honor them for giving us life  
and for showing us the way.  Some of us  
are blessed to have our Moms with us  
still. Others remember our Moms for who  
they were and what they were in Jesus –  
either way, we remember the sacrifice  
they made for us during our growing up 
years and beyond. Jesus honored His  
mother, even as he was suffering on the  
cross, as He made sure she would be  
taken care of in His absence.  So, too, we  
should be aware of the gift that we have  
been given in our Moms – and we should  
love them with the same kind of love that  
God showers upon us.   
 
In the month of Moms and memories and  
mighty rushing wind, let’s be sure we  
honor all of these and more – by being  

what God created us to be and doing  
what He created us to do – by abiding in  
the vine and being branches that bear  
much fruit.  By that, they will know that  
we are Christ’s – by the work that we do,  
by the way we honor our Moms, by the  
way we listen to the voice of the Spirit as  
He moves us to where we need to be and  
do what He calls us to do – and by the  
way we honor those who died to give us  
freedom – not only our veterans, but the  
One who made the ultimate sacrifice for  
us and bought for us the ultimate  
freedom…..   
 
Happy and Blessed Mom’s Day to all you  

Moms out there – we love you all!       
 
In His Abundant Grace and Love, 
:o) Pastor Ceri 
 

WHAT’S NEXT … 
 

Hopefully, we will soon be back to live  
worship in Mesa, Arizona. But we do  
need to think about another worship  
space … so if you have any ideas, please  

let us know so we can pursue them.         
 
And, for Bible studies, please let me know  
what you would like to study. I’d like to  
combine a message series with a Bible  
study so that we can not only hear about  

it, but talk about it, too.        Any ideas  
are welcome … 
It has been suggested that we do at least  
one sermon, possibly a series, on  
Christian Hope. I love the idea and  
believe that a series would be great – 
thoughts? 
 
Until next month – May the Lord bless  
you and keep you, make His face shine  
upon you, and give you His Peace … 


